Varicose bleeding after liver transplantation in a patient with severe portosystemic shunts.
Recipients for liver transplantation often have portosystemic shunts due to portal hypertension. It is an important problem whether such shunts should be ligated during operations. Ligating the shunts seems of benefit for increasing portal blood flow to the liver, but it is sometimes difficult technically, and it is invasive to the patient. We experienced a recipient with huge portosystemic shunts and no esophageal varices before living-related liver transplantation. Some shunts were ligated during operation to increase portal blood flow to the graft. Unfortunately, the patient suffered severe bleeding from esophagogastric varices after he underwent retransplantation owing to accidental liver failure. Based on our experience, extreme care should be exercised to avoid varicose bleeding after ligating the portosystemic shunts of liver transplantation patients.